          A Summarized Analysis
1. The Number of Superior Farm Households 
 (1)There were 97 thousand superior farm households, out of which 82% were full-time farm households and part-time farm households who mainly engaged in agriculture. 
  By the end of June 2008, there were 96,785 superior farm households, among which were 38,214, or 39.5% full-time farm households, and 41,070, or 42.4% part-time farm households mainly operating agriculture. Together the two types of households made up 82% of total superior farm households, much higher than the proportion, 28%, in all farm households. This high concentration helped agriculture authorities promote specialization in agriculture.

 (2)The major business of superior farm households was fruits planting and vegetables planting, while that of all farm households was rice planting. 
  Among the superior farm households, there were 38,792 fruits-planting households, and 19,800 vegetables-planting ones. Together they made up more than 60% of total superior farm households. The second most prevalent was the 15,505 rice-planting households, which represented 16% of total superior farm households. Compared to the planting distribution of all farm households, whose majority (43.6%) were rice-planting households. This specified that the management structure of the superior farm households was significantly different from that of all farm households.
 (3)The major management type (96%) of the superior farm households was the traditional management type. Part-time farm households operating both processing and recreation business mainly engaged in planting of special crops, vegetables and fruits. 

  Among the superior farm households, the number of traditional management type was the majority, which totaled at 93,112, or 96.2%, while there were 3,673, or 3.8%, part-time farm households operating both processing and recreation business. Among the part-time farm households mentioned above, those who operating processing business mainly engaged in special crops planting accounted for 61.7% of the part-time households, while vegetables planting and fruits planting were the majority for those who operated recreation business that accounted for 32.5% and 31.1% respectively.

2. The Status of Management and Input

 (1)Most workers who engaged in own farm work in superior farm households were male; however, the proportion of female workers was higher than that of all farm households.

  The number of family members who engaged in own farm work and were over age 15 in superior farm households were 226,620, out of which 13,925 were male, or 57.8%, and 95,695 were female, or 42.2%. The ratio of male and female was 136.8, lower than that of all farm workers, which was 165.3. It showed that although the workers engaged in own farm work in the superior farm households were mostly male, the proportion of female workers was higher than that of all farm households.
 (2)The labor quality of the major workers engaging in farm works in superior farm households was better than that of all farm households.
  The average age of the major workers engaging in farm works in superior farm households was 54.0 years old, younger than the 59.4 years old average age of all farm households. Those major farm workers with education degree higher than senior high school or vocational school made up 31.8%, which is also higher than 19.8% of all farm households. Moreover, 20% of those workers joined trainings of agriculture guidance after 2002. The higher level of education degree those workers received, the higher attendance rate.
 (3)On average, the number of working days per superior farm household for agriculture was 593 days annually, and the major production input was agriculture production.

  On average, the number of working days for agriculture work (including agriculture production, recreation activities and processing of agricultural products) per superior farm household was 593 days annually (from July 2007 to June 2008). Among them, the average number of working days for agriculture production was 586 days annually which were the majority, while the working days for recreation activities and agricultural products processing were 306 days and 140 days respectively.

(4) The average cultivated land area per superior farm household was 1.73 hectare, and the usable cultivated land was more than that of all farm households.

  The cultivated land of the superior farm households was 167,000 hectare. The average cultivated land per superior farm household was 1.73 hectare, more than that of all farm households by 1.01 hectare. 
  The non-self-owned ratio of cultivated land consisted of 40.1%, higher than that of all farm households by 24 percentage points. It showed that the superior farm households, except limited self-owned cultivated land, increased cultivated land mostly by renting or accepting delegation, which allows them to benefit from the economics of scale.

3. The Benefit of Management

 (1)The average annual agricultural revenue per hectare cultivated land owned by each superior farm household was NT$800 thousand. 

  The average annual agricultural revenue (non-deducting input cost) per hectare cultivated land owned by each superior farm household was NT$800 thousand. Among agriculture industries, the mushroom planting, flowers planting and special crops planting were more potential, whose average annual agricultural revenues per hectare cultivated land were NT$5,820 thousand, NT$1,520 thousand and NT$880 thousand respectively.
 (2)For the leisure superior farm households, operating leisure farm took advantages.

  The number of part-time superior farm households running recreational agriculture was 1,473 (2.5%), and the average annual agricultural revenue per hectare cultivated land was NT$820 thousand. The average working days per household which engaged in recreational agriculture were 586 days annually, which were the majority. The average revenue from services of recreational agriculture per hectare was NT$740 thousand, which took more advantages than the operation types of tourism farm, education farm, and village hostel.
 (3)The ratio of primary agricultural products being processed contributed by superior farm households was only 2.0%, but the productive values of process products increased by 72.6% than that of non-process ones.
  The productive value of primary agricultural products contributed by superior farm households was NT$13,289 million annually, out of which the annual productive value of primary agricultural products being processed by their own or outsourced manufacturing was NT$2,618 million and 130 thousand, only accounting for 2% of total production. However, the value of process products increased by 72.6% than non-process ones, among which the increased value of tea after being processed was NT$1,540 million or 81% and was the highest. 
4. The Status of Crops Planting and Livestock and Poultry Raising
 (1)The major planting of superior farm households was fruits planting, and the average annual productive value of mushroom planting per household was the highest.

  The number of superior farms households which engaged in crops planting was 90,892, among which the majority were 44,983, or 49.5% fruits-planting households. Observed by the average annual productive value per household, the highest was NT$4,560 thousand for mushroom planting; the second highest was NT$1,590 thousand for flowers planting; the third highest was NT$1,090 thousand for other crops planting.

 (2)The biggest sections of livestock and poultry raising for superior farm households were  meat hog and broiler, and the average annual value of production per household were NT$7,680 thousand and NT$6,060 thousand respectively.

  There were 5,953 superior farm households which engaged in livestock raising, out of which the majority were 3,891, or 65.4% meat-hog-raising households. The average value of meat hog production per household was NT$7,680 annually. There were 3,707 superior farm households which engaged in livestock raising, out of which he majority were 2,099, or 56.6% broiler-raising households. The average value of broiler production per household was NT$6,060 annually.
 (3) The direct selling ratio of all agricultural products of superior farm households was below 10 percent, except grapes which made up 18 percent of total production.

  The direct selling ratio of all agricultural products of superior farm households (the ratio of the quantity directly sold to consumers from farm households to total production quantity in the production distribution process of agricultural product) was below 10 percent, except grapes which made up 18 percent of total production. In addition, the main subject of production distribution of rice was processing factories, which accounted for 57.5% of all subjects, while the rest agricultural products mostly distributed to wholesale markets and shippers.
5. Operation Features and Initiate

 (1)The superior farm households tended to engage in vegetables and fruits planting with specialization of operation.   
  The number of superior farm households joining framer group (including marketing teams, cooperative teams, and farmers’ association members) was 87,730 or 90.6%; applying the agricultural installation planting was 15,973 or 16.5 %, and selling by network was 1,204 or 1.2%. The superior farm households with above characteristics tended to engage in vegetables and fruits planting.

 (2)8.4% of superior farm households participated in Agriculture and Food Traceability System of Organic Certification, while 62% did not participate due to its complicated procedure.
  The number of superior farm households participating in Agriculture and Food Traceability System or Organic Certification was 8,150, or 8.4%, and that of non-participating households was 88,635, or 91.6% mainly due to its complicated procedure, accounting for 62.2 %.
 (3) 92 percent of superior farm households tended to operate conservatively.

  As to inclination to operate for the next three years, keeping status quo was the majority, accounting for 91.6% of total superior farm households. 3.8% intended to expand or reduce management scale and 0.9% intended to transform business. This indicated that most superior farm households preferred keeping status quo.

