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Often, headline inflation figures
stand at a lower rate than inflation as it
IS perceived by the public.

National Statistical Offices have to face public and
media claims that headline inflation measures do not

reflect people's personal experiences and this can
affect confidence in the headline inflation figures.

The public is particularly aware of,
and may pay most attention to, prices
for frequently purchased items,
especially those which they have to pay for directly
and actively. The public may also tend to allocate a
much higher importance to these price changes than
would be justified by their share in the total
consumption expenditure and pay much less
attention to changes in the prices of less frequently
bought items.

Source:2009 eurostat
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