前    言
　　自第二次世界大戰結束以來，國際間競相致力於經濟開發及社會建設，一面追求經濟成長，一面追求所得分配趨於平均，使經濟發展成果能為全體國民共享。因此，所需個人所得分配調查統計資料之殷切與統計品質之要求，迥異於往昔。是以各國政府莫不銳意致力於辦理個人所得分配調查統計，藉以明瞭個人所得分配發展趨勢，以及所得水準變動狀況，提供政府作為研訂社會發展計畫，改善國民生活，增進社會福利之參考。
　　我國個人所得分配調查，始於民國五十三年，由本處舉辦臺灣地區家庭收支抽樣調查。民國五十五年改由臺灣省政府接辦，每兩年調查一次。嗣因臺北市改制為院轄市，自民國五十九年起改由臺灣省政府主計處及臺北市政府主計處分別按年辦理。至六十八年復因高雄市改制為院轄市，乃由臺灣省政府主計處、臺北市政府主計處及高雄市政府主計處分別按年辦理一次。此項調查採訪問調查與記帳調查兩法併行，採用分層隨機抽樣法，自全體家庭中抽選訪問調查戶，再從訪問調查樣本戶中抽出若干樣本，作為記帳調查戶。訪問調查戶係由調查員每年訪問一次，查詢其全年所得收支項目，而記帳調查戶除接受訪問調查外，每日並根據家庭實際收支逐筆記帳，由調查員檢查每日帳簿並面予指導，避免發生錯誤、重覆或遺漏等情事，惟記帳調查所需人力、經費甚鉅，難以大量普遍實施，故僅對部分樣本家庭同時實施記帳與訪問兩種調查，以供研究比較。
　　八十三年起為充分表達本報告內容，令人望文生義，提高參考應用價值，本報告更名為「家庭收支調查報告」。有關八十七年調查報告業經編撰完成，內容包括八十七年調查結果綜合分析、歷年調查主要結果表及八十七年調查統計表三大部分，有關名詞解釋、調查方法及八十七年調查表表式則以附錄方式刊列，以利各界研究與參考。此項調查統計工作極為浩繁，同仁雖已盡最大努力，然舛誤之處恐難避免，尚祈各界不吝指正，以供今後改進之參考。
Preface

    This country started preparation of statistics on personal income distribution in 1964, a sampling survey on household income and expenditure in the Taiwan area conducted by the Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics (DGBAS). Both interviews and account-keeping are used to collect data in the survey. Households for interview are drawn from the population by the stratified random sampling method, and parts of the sampled households for interview are also selected to do account-keeping regularly. The sampled households are interviewed once a year for major items of income and expenditure of the year. Detailed categories are estimated on the basis of data recorded by account-keeping households. For households assigned to do account-keeping, they are required not only to receive interview but records make entry by entry of actual income and expenditure every day. The enumerator shall review the account books and provide necessary advice in order to avoid mistakes, duplication, and omission. Data obtained in this way are more accurate than those derived from interviews. However, account-keeping needs so much manpower and money that it cannot be extensively used in the survey. Consequently, only a limited number of households are both interviewed and required to do account-keeping, and data obtained from these two approached are compared so as to check and correct the results of all interviews in the survey.

    This issue has been renamed as “Report on the Survey of Family Income & Expenditure in Taiwan Area of the Republic of China” since 1994 to meet the meaning of report. The report for 1998 was recently completed. The report contains three parts－ a summary analysis, tables containing results of surveys in the past, and detailed statistics of the 1998 survey. Plans of the survey, terminology’s with their explanation, Survey methods, and questionnaires used for 1998 surveys are attached for users as a reference in their study. The survey and related statistical works are a big job. Our colleagues have done their best but some mistakes are still unavoidable. We would welcome and appreciate any corrections and advice that will be used as a major reference for improvement in the future.
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